Sowing the Seea(wReaping the harvest

The ministry of Jesus was not (for the most part) a city
ministry. His teaching happened in the small rural
communities, mostly in the little villages which
surrounded the Sea of Galilee. Here the people weren't
city workers or city dwellers; they worked the land and
they worked the sea; mostly, their education was
about the things of God and the things of the seasons
and the fishing and the lambing and the planting and
the harvesting. So, when Jesus wanted to teach them
about the new life of the Kingdom of heaven, he often
started off with what they knew about: he spoke about
sheep and shepherds, about fish and boats; about the
farming life, the life they knew best.

This Sunday, in a Gospel
Parable he talks about
the farmer going out to
sow; but he is trying to
teach his listeners about
how God sows his Word,
the word of love, the
word of the Kingdom, in
the human heart; the
field is the human heart,
and he wants to teach them about how people respond
to the gift of the seed which is God's word. We read
the parable so we can begin to see ourselves in the
words of Jesus; to see where we fit in, to see the reality
of the quality of the soil in our own lives: The gospel
parable of the sower also shows us the folly of being in
possession of the seed of the Word but then ignhoring
it, or rejecting it, or undervaluing it. :

In general, I'm told, in our culture when the farmer
sows seed, the process has three stages - first the field
is ploughed, then the seed is sown, then the tractors
turn over the ground to bury the seed.
In the Palestinian culture of Jesus, things were
different: the land lay fallow during the baking hot
summer, sowing began in autumn when the rains were
expected and the harvest was ready in spring. The
planting took place like this: first the sower scattered
the seed of the hard earth and then the ploughman
followed him, turning over the soil and burying the
seed. 7

The word of God, the seed of his love in our lives is sown
abundantly by the Divine One, scattered generously, even
recklessly in our lives, by an eager and loving God.
| ask myself, and you might like to ask the same of
yourself: Where is that seed falling in my life as present?
What are the weeds that might choke the growth of the
seed that is the word? What might be present that will
undermine the power of the word? Useful questions
perhaps to ask ourselves as we once again this Sunday
share in the celebration of Divine Plenty.

Today is Sea Sunday

Life as a seafarer is not always smooth
sailing! Isolation, exhaustion, anxiety, and
uncertainty can weigh heavily on those
who work far from home and community.
This is why the work of Stella Maris is so
important.

Through chaplains and ship visitors, Stefla Maris offers
pastoral, practical and spiritual support, friendship, and a
listening ear to seafarers and fishers in ports around the
world. A simple visit can remind someone that they are not
forgotten. A conversation, a prayer, or help contacting
family can become a source of hope in difficult times.

Please be as generous as you can in the Special Collection
this Sunday. Gift aid envelopes are available for you to Gift
Aid your offering. We shall mark Sea Sunday especially in the
Bidding Prayers this Sunday.

ROOTED My Summer reading......

(,EIRN( )‘i‘;’i};ﬁ"‘n Con.grétulatmns to our St Patrick's

IN (Ul U Parishioner Rueben Ofoke, who recently
achieved his doctorate and has published his
book (see left). | have begun toreadit: a
seminal work, | think, (and certainly

# broadening my mind); | recommend it.

STELLA MARIS

“the Cheistian Faith
in Africun Expression

Further Graduation Congratulations to St Mary's
parishioners Amarachi Okeke & Damilola Adegbesan,
and indeed to all our graduates. Your families and our
parishes are proud of you all.

Thank you for your generosity last Sunday of £741 in
the Cathedral, £510 in St Patrick’s £520 in St Mary’s,
Forebank, and £730 in Our Lady of Good Counsel.
Hospital Chaplaincy and Visitation

If you or a loved one is in hospital—Ninewells,
RVH & Roxburghe and wish a visit, the duty

““chaplain can be contacted be the mobile phone

number - 07821 624124 - or through the
hospital switchboard on 01382 660111.

Due to regulations, chaplains are not automatically
informed of the presence of Catholics in one of the
hospitals, as was formerly the case. Now a request
is needed in order for a visit to be made.

The priests in Dundee act as the hospital chaplain on a
rota basis. The hospital chaplain is not on call for the
many nursing and care homes across the city.
Responsibility for visits to these homes lie with the
priest in whose parish the care/nursing home is located.
Again, the priest will not be automatically informed if
there is a Catholic taking up residence in one of the
homes within his parish. Please don’t hesitate to let the
parish priest know if yourself or a loved one is being
admitted to a care or nursing home so he can visit.
Please pass this information on to your family and
friends who may be unaware.

Cathedral 200 Club winners for June
Pierluigi Carena (no. 9): £50 Kieran Ferrie (no 87) £30
Kati Smith (no. 44): £20

Congratulations to Wendy Sinclair who has been appointed
Head Teacher at St John's High School, Dundee. Wendy is a
parishioner of St Mary's, Lochee.

Serra Mass and Holy Hour this coming Tuesday 14 July
at 6pm in St Mary’s, Lochee. Prayer for Priests and
Vocations. Serra Dundee invites you.



