The value of weeds?

Weeds are - for the most part - considered a pest in
gardens, but look at today’s Gospel with the parable of
the weeds and the wheat! Of all the evangelists, only
Matthew recounts this parable, forming, as it does, part
of a series of parables which develop the theme of the
“Mystery of the Kingdom of Heaven”. We are being
treated to these vivid word pictures in the Liturgy these
Sundays and they are fabulous! Jesus has already
given the Sermon on the Mount, and now, as he sends
out his disciples, he is teaching then about the
obstacles they will face in their ministry and mission.

The Kingdom is mysterious! It is unlike the kingdoms of
this world, and it comes about in ways different from
human expectations. In all, Matthew uses an amazing

seven parables to explain the Kingdom: the sower (last .

Sunday), the weeds and wheat (today), the mustard
seed, the yeast, the treasure hidden in the field, the
pearl of great price, and the dragnet cast into the sea

[Read th thew beginning at Chapter 13].

The basic question of today's parable is: Why does God
allow evil and good to co-exist like weeds and wheat?
By human standards, the evil should be rooted out; but
it is not like this in the mystery of the Kingdom of
heaven. In this kingdom, the weeds and wheat have to
co-exist until the harvest; the weeds and wheat are so
entangled in the field of this world, that one could not
be uprooted without endangering the other.

Perhaps Jesus,is saying it is the same in our hearts: the
weeds and wheat sprout in us too; the mystery is that
we must allow the weeds to grow until the harvest.
Why so? s it because that in the heart of the disciple
the weakness and frailties are there to keep us humble,
to make us realise how dependent we are on God, how
we are helpless without his power? The wheat of our
virtues - trust, humility, gratitude, enthusiasm could not
come to full maturity it seems, without the weeds of
our failing, This is the lesson $t Paul learned as he
reflected on that thorn in the flesh which he wanted

to be removed from his life, but was told by the
Lord, “No, my grace is enough for you”. Paul had
to live with his weaknesses, his agonies, and
eventually we see - especially in his letter to the
Philippians - how he realised that his weakness
actually served a purpose. How many of us really
understand that? It seems to me it is a pretty rare
soul who can truly glory in their infirmity,
weakness, or frailty. Even when we realise in the
head that the weaknesses are there for our
growth in humility and trust, we still hope in the
heart that they will be gone when we waken
tomorrow. That's my experience anyway!

This is why we need to return repeatedly to this
parable, and to the mysterious intertwining of the
weeds and wheat in the harvest-field of the
Kingdom of God within us. It is not to say that we
shouldn't work at the redemption of our failures,
or learn from our mistakes and continue the battle
with our bad habits. Quite the opposite. Spiritual
growth first consists in knowing that these weeds
can only be lived with and overcome by God's
grace — hence the constant call to prayer,
discernment, and to a listening to the Word of
God which truly educates and forms us, shaping
our principles, our ambitions and the very journey
of our lives. Growth in the spiritual life tends to be
frustratingly slow, precisely because the Lord
knows we need those weeds to teach us true

- humility. Remember the Israelites in the desert—

God could have got them to the Promised Land
very much more quickly than the forty years it
took. The journey was frustratingly slow, but the
journey was the instrument of formation for the
people of God. He was teaching them their
identity, he was giving them a tradition, he was
revealing to them in some way the Mystery of the
Kingdom.

Jesus preached neither himself, hor even the
Father more than he preached the Kingdom of
God. He taught it as present reality, to be
discerned in the midst of our ordinary tasks. He
preached it as a huge challenge and adventure for
human beings—If anyone wants to be a follower
of mine, let him take up his cross—but he also
revealed how the Kingdom is made present and
built up in even the smallest of acts of love—If
anyone gives even a cup of cold water he will not
lose his reward.

Such is the joy and hope of the life we are given,
that even our weakness and frailties have a place
in the plan of God and the upbuilding of his
kingdom. Take heart from the scripture you read
this Sunday!



