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Today we hear from the rarely read Prophet Zechariah,
known (perhaps somewhat lamentably) as one of the
“minor” Old Testament Prophets. Zechariah’s prophetic
activity takes place in the period after the exiles were
allowed to return from Babylon to Jerusalem, in the
reign of King Cyrus.

Cyrus the Persian had seized Jerusalem in 539 BC and
subsequently permitted the Jews to return to their
homeland in 538 BC. The second Prophet Isaiah had
anticipated such a return (“Comfort my people”). But
when they returned from captivity things did not go as
smoothly as they had hoped: Rebuilding the holy city
and the temple took years; the people were depressed,
and they were the taunt of their neighbours.

The Samaritans, living to the north of Jerusalem, were a
people created through old Israelite bloodlines mingled
with people imported by the Assyrians after the 722BC
exile. These people did worship Yahweh, the God of
Israel, but their style of worship and piety was quite
different from that of the returning Jews, and tensions
arose: we see this in the time and ministry of Jesus also.

The most important and sacred work after the exile is
the rebuilding of the temple by Zerubbabel. Zechariah
and Haggai the prophets called for this rebuilding to
take place, during the years 520-518 BC. The temple
was dedicated in 515BC. Zerubbabel, the governor of
Judah, because of his completion of the new temple, *
was seen by the prophets as being a kind of messiah
figure, but Zechariah saw beyond Zerubabbel’s
governorship, to the end of the Persian dominance, its
collapse, and its replacement with the Kingdom/Reign
of God.

Zechariah doesn’t so much call the people to action but
encourages them to wait expectantly for God to act.
The signs of the new Kingdom will be wonderful!
There will be a new King and he will come “humbly...
on a donkey” and will banish the bow of war. Such is
the importance of the contribution of even a “minor”
prophet, that John the evangelist quotes him and sees
Jesus perfectly fulfilling the prophecy as he, the True
Messiah, rided into the Holy City on Palm Sunday
Morning.

The Church chooses this piece from Zechariah to
compliment the Gospel this Sunday. (The first reading
on Sundays is always chosen to shed light on/prepare us
for the Gospel text.) The humble king spoken of by
Zechariah is seen in the flesh in Jesus of Nazareth, who,
while having this unique relationship with God the
Father, and blessing the Father in such personal
language, is nevertheless himself “gentle and humble in
heart”. We are invited to draw close to that heart, that
Sacred Heart, as we keep this Sunday holy.

Dear Friends and Parishioners,

A very warm welcome to our celebrations of the
Eucharist this Sunday.

Bishop Andrew will celebrate the 11am Mass in the
Cathedral and I will celebrate the Cathedral 6pm Mass,
also the Vigil Mass in Broughty Ferry, the 9.30am in St
Patrick’s and the 11.30am in St Mary’s, Forebank.
Monsignor Ken McCaffrey will celebrate at 9.45am in
Our Lady of Good Counsel.

Faith formation of our children

Our schools are now closed for the summer holiday.

I express my grateful thanks to Mrs Dashwood, Mrs
Nicol and the staff and pupils from OQur Lady's who
always give me such a great welcome in the school.

It is a privilege to work in the field of school chaplaincy
- though it is now a very different experience from
when I was a young priest and had time to be in school
(primary and secondary ) most days. With fewer

priests now, our participation in school life is much
diminished, although we do our best. The priests are
having a day of input and sharing on School Chaplaincy
in September which will be of great benefit to us.
Canon Tom Shields is Bishops Andrew's Episcopal
Vicar (Representative) for Catholic Education.

Our Catholic schools are a great gift. I realize however,
that, for a variety of reasons, some of our children may
not attend Catholic schools, so there may be a chance to
offer these children Catechism classes in the parish
setting — I’m thinking particularly of St Patrick's and
Our Lady of Good Counsel parishes.

To this end, Clare McGraw writes:

Catechism classes

Coming together to learn about the Falth can be helpful
for children who have missed making their

Sacraments or are due to make them but don't attend a
Catholic school. However, even for children not in this

~ position, it's a great blessing to share together the
‘Church's teaching in a way that is age appropriate.

If you have a child or children who would be interested
in joining a Catechism class, please let Fr Kevin

know. It would be helpful to email with the children's
ages and which Sacraments, if any, they have received
or are hopin, to receive in the next 12 months.

Can you please also mclude some 1nformat10n about
which of our 4 parishes it would be possible for the
children to get to and an indication of days and times
that would be most suitable. This will allow for some
initial planning on what's feasible. If anyone is
interested in helping with a Catechism class please do
let Fr Kevin know.

Two wheels, three countries, 500 miles and
35,000 feet of climbing successfully completed!
Thank you to everyone who has supported me through
donations, words of encouragement and moral support
over the last few months of training.

Cycling from Basel to Milan was an amazing
experience but more importantly the group, with your
support, has raised almost £60,000 for Celtic FC
Foundation Recovery Café. A great many people will
benefit from your generous support. Thank you.
Kenny McKeown

The Cathedral Strawberry Tea afternoon was a great
success, and enjoyed by everyone who took part. It also
raised £510 for the Cathedral Hall Kitchen renovations
funds. Ialso acknowledge a further £90 from the
Cathedral Sunday post-Mass tea and coffee.



