Taking the lead

The political happenings in our country over the past month or so, along with the economic pressures being
brought to bear on the very poorest and on all of us, have taken our breath away at times. A new premiership has
been marked already by a “mini-budget” and “U-turns”, and as I write this column, a new Chancellor of the
Exchequer has been announced, after the former “new” Chancellor spent a little over a month in office. The tasks
of leadership can indeed be overwhelming. Personal failure is always regrettable, yet we all know it to be part of
our life experience and journey. Failure that is learned from, however, can be life-changing. When our decisions
deeply impinge on other people — our families, our work colleagues, our parish and Church, and the vulnerable
and poor, we recognise the need to take advice, to ponder carefully and keep in mind the consequences of our
decisions for those who are affected by them most acutely.
The Gospel of Christ teaches us, in every experience of life: it gives us a moral compass, a framework for guiding
our choices and our decision making processes. It also places before us a model of divine justice which is
constitutive of the good news of Jesus Christ, a word used at the World Synod of Bishops way back in 1971, and
the texts of which I well remember studying in the early years of seminary at Drygrange. The Catholic Church has
sought to bring the Gospel value of justice to bear on the human situation, through her social teachings. Such
teaching can be traced back to the letter of Pope Leo XIII, Rerum Novarum issued in 1891, in which the Church
took on the question of the rights of workers. The Second Vatican Council, the opening of which was 60 years ago
this month, issued the Constitution on the Church in the Modern World (“Gaudium et Spes, Joy and Hope”) and
memorably said in it that, “the joys and the hopes, the griefs and the anxieties of the people of this age, especially
those who are poor or in any way afflicted, these are the joys and hopes, the griefs and anxieties of the followers of
Christ. Indeed, nothing genuinely human fails to raise an echo in their hearts.” It could be argued, I think, that this
particular document really articulates what the Second Vatican Council hoped to accomplish and its spirit is
powerfully in the great constitutions on the Liturgy and the Church.
In the Liturgy this Sunday, we are presented with the person of Moses, a chosen
servant of God's justice, and a leader willing to spend himself, to the very end, in the
cause of God's glorification and for God’s people, Israel. In the short text of the Moses
story we hear this Sunday, his strength in leadership is exercised by his tapping into
one of humanity's most powerful resources - that of prayer - persistent, confident and
communally supported prayer. The first reading, always preparing us for the Gospel,
whetting our appetite for it, so to speak, anticipates and readies us for a solemn, joyful
proclamation of the Good News - which is always a word of God's justice. This
Sunday, Jesus commends persistence like that of Moses, in his story of the woman who
persists in seeking justice for herself from a lazy and unjust judge.
As always, to get to the heart of the parable we need to put it into conversation with our own life experience, and
alongside the revealed truths of faith which have been given to us; that is, we interpret the parable and its values
according to our own relationship with Jesus Christ. After the example of Moses, Jesus is
the one who got totally involved in his world, a Messiah-for-God's-people; he persevered,
he went the full distance, spending himself until the very shedding of his blood, for the
cause of the Kingdom, a cause which his Father had judged worthwhile - “for us and for
our salvation”, as we say every Sunday in the Creed. The New Testament is insistent that
Jesus emptied himself, that he assumed the condition of a slave, that he went willingly to
the cross, so completely dedicated and committed he was to the cause of the Kingdom.
The disciple, when he or she has to take on a position of leadership in life, relies not only
on their own ingenuity, courage, intellect, experience and creativity, but crucially, on the Gospel of Christ and its
firm truth. Moses of course, had an inkling of God's plan, but it is Jesus - the new Moses - who not only enacts
that plan to the full, but puts it before us too, for our participation in it. The lay Christian is called to the witness of
justice in the world and in situations that a priest probably wouldn't find himself
in. This is surely true vocation and true ministry. For each of us, in whatever
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29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

16 October 2022 - Year of Luke - C
Next Sunday: 30th Sunday of Ordinary Time
A warm welcome to our Masses across the parishes this
Sunday! We want you to know you are a welcome part of
our parish family, whether you are a visitor, a new
parishioner, a student one of the Universities or Colleges or a
regular worshipper with us. All are welcome in this place.
Vigil Mass:
Day Masses:
An illustration of this Sunday’s Psalm

5.30pm in Our Lady of Good Counsel
9.45am in Our Lady of Good Counsel
11am & 6pm in St Andrew’s Cathedral
11.15am in St Mary’s, Forebank

Monday 17 October: Memorial of Saint Ignatius of Antioch
9am in Our Lady of Good Counsel 10.30am in the Cathedral—Funeral Mass for Evelyn Feeney RIP
12.30pm in St Mary’s, Forebank
Rosary at 12.30pm & Mass at 1pm in the Cathedral
Tuesday 18 October: Feast of Saint Luke, Evangelist
10am in Our Lady of Good Counsel

11.30am in St Mary’s, Forebank

1pm in the Cathedral

Wednesday 19 October: 10am in Our Lady of Good Counsel 11.30am in St Mary’s, Forebank
Rosary at 12.30pm & Mass at 1pm in the Cathedral
Thursday 20 October: 10am in Our Lady of Good Counsel 11.30am in St Mary’s, Forebank
No 1pm Mass in the Cathedral. Cathedral Mass at 7pm for Vocations
Friday 21 October:
10am in Our Lady of Good Counsel 11.30am in St Mary’s, Forebank 1pm in the Cathedral
Saturday 22 October:

Novena and Mass at 10am in the Cathedral
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The Cathedral lift, which goes from the
basement to the top floor, was installed
many decades ago and has been very
Useful, not only for the transporting of
heavy items to the various floors but also
for infirm priests and parishioners, given
that there are more than sixty stairs from
the bottom to the top of the house.
However, some months ago the lift, which has been
regularly maintained, broke down and is now beyond
repair. The cost of replacement is an estimated
£80-90,000, so this is out of the question. In a building
like ours this leads to great inconvenience for those who
are not so able on the stairs, especially in getting from the
Church to the hall for social gatherings. I can only
apologise for this.

God has given me something to do
that no one else can do.

For Moses in the first reading today,
it was to keep his arms raised
so that the Israelites would win the battle.
For the widow in the Gospel,
it was to persist in seeking justice.
Dear Friends and Parishioners ,
It is during this week that shall celebrate a special Mass in the
Cathedral on the theme of Vocations; it will take place on

Thursday 20 October at 7pm.
I hope you will come and join us if you are able to do so.
While this Mass prays particularly for Vocations to the
priesthood and religious life, it is an invitation to everyone to
reflect on their life journey and the vocations entrusted to
them by the loving God whom we encounter and worship
when we gather for the Eucharist.
My vocational story, like yours, is the
very journey of my life: vocation is
presented to us not only when we face
the major life changing decisions and
embark on the key paths of our life, but
vocation is presented to us also in the
daily routine, the mundane tasks and the
common challenges of everyday existence. In the prayers of
the “Everyman's” Way of the Cross, which we sometimes use
during Lent, the writer challenges us, with the voice of the
Lord, saying: “Seek me not in far off places: I am close at
hand. Your workbench, office, kitchen….these are altars where
you offer love, and I am with you there”
I quoted a piece last week from one of many books which
have had a profound effect on me (“Theology of Ministry” by
Thomas O'Meara) and I continue the quote this week which I
hope is helpful for you:
“I bring something personal to God’s call. The genes and
drives which make me to be me—these are not a burden
or a responsibility. I am not called to bow down before a
vocation: I am my vocation, for the God who has created
my individuality out of finite potentialities is the same God
who has introduced me to his wider plan of meaning and
life. It is out of this interweave that my vocation, with
God's various calls, emerges.
[Thomas O’Meara in Theology of Ministry]

In “Seeds of contemplation” Thomas Merton wrote: “for
me to be a saint is to be myself ..therefore, the problem of
sanctity and salvation is the problem of finding out who I
am, and of discovering my true self. Trees and plants have
no problem: God makes them what they are without
consulting them and they are perfectly satisfied. With us it
is different. God leaves us free to be whatever we like. We
can be ourselves or not, as we please. But the problem is
this: since God alone possesses the secret of my identity,
he alone can make me who I am!”

Please consider joining us for a….

Diocesan Celebration of Mission
this coming Saturday 22nd October 2022,
at the Dunkeld Diocesan Pastoral Centre
St Mary's Church Hall, Forebank Road,
beginning at 10 am with coffee, then prayer
and a talk and discussion
with Father Dermot Byrne.
The day will conclude around 3pm with
the celebration of Mass. Would you be
willing to come to represent our
parishes at St Mary’s on Saturday 22nd?
If so, please let me know. (You are asked to
bring a packed lunch.) Kevin.

October Devotions

of the Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary,
Litany and Prayer to St Joseph
will take place this Sunday 16 October at
4pm in St Andrew’s Cathedral.
Please come and join us as we continue to
honour Our Lady during this month.
There will also be October Devotions will also be
held at 12.30pm in the Cathedral this week on
Monday 17 October and Wednesday 19 October —
not Thursday, please note.
Change in Cathedral Mass times on Thursday 20
October & Thursday 27 October.
Please note that there will be no 1pm Mass on either of
these Thursdays: this Thursday 20th when we have the
Vocations Mass at 7pm, and the following Thursday
when we have the pro life Mass at 7.30pm.
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-

There will be refreshments in the Cathedral Hall after the
11am Solemn Mass this Sunday—please come and join us.
Thank you for your generosity last Sunday of £703 in the
Cathedral, £347 in St Mary’s, Forebank. The Our Lady of
Good Counsel total will be in next week’s newsletter.
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————–—————————-

How to go to Confession is the title of a credit card size
aid to help you with this Sacrament. Please take one
from the back of the Church if it will be of assistance.
——————————————————–————————————————————————————————————————————

Thanks for your donations. Monetary
donations are particularly appreciated
— please place your gift in an envelope
marked “Foodbank”.

Hospital Chaplaincy: The direct number for the priest

With the completion of the Safety Works on the
Cathedral roof, the company Igoeup have now turned
their attention to St Mary's Forebank, as the above photo
shows. You’ll understand why I declined the invitation to
take part in the survey myself!

The Diocesan Choir rehearses this Tuesday at 7pm in the
Cathedral, preparing for the Vocations Mass on 20 October
and then a Choral Mass for the Solemnity of Christ the King
on 20 November. If you would like to join us, please let me
know. Kevin
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-

Join us with the Mad Hatters this Wednesday 19
October after the 1pm Mass: an open invitation for
sandwiches, tea, coffee and fellowship in the Cathedral
hall. All are welcome.
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

The Friends of Wellburn invite us to an Anniversary Mass
for Father Jean-Pierre and his companions this Wednesday
19 October at 7pm in St Peter and St Paul's Church, Byron
Street.

chaplain for Ninewells, Royal Victoria and Roxburghe
House is 07821 624124.
The Hospital Chaplain is no longer routinely told of
admissions to the hospitals, so unless he is notified he
will not know that you or your loved one is in hospital or
would like a visit. Please pass this word round so the
Catholic community knows the situation. The priests in
Dundee aged under 70 take on the duties of Chaplain on a
rota basis and Father Jim Walls co-ordinates this. I will
be the duty Chaplain this coming week.

Pro life Vigil and Mass: To commemorate the

passing of the 1967 Abortion Act, SPUC Dundee are
holding the 19th consecutive annual Silent Vigil, on
Thursday 27th October in the City Square from 6-7pm.
The Vigil will be followed immediately with a
procession to the Cathedral, and Mass at 7.30pm. All are
welcome to the Vigil and/or to the Mass.
No one has yet approached me to Be a young
pilgrim! at the World Youth Day in Lisbon next
summer. Do give it some thought— I’m sure it’ll be a
great experience of faith and fellowship.

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Dundee Parish Church (St Mary’s) in the Overgate, presents Life
into Art, an arts and crafts exhibition, from 19-22 October, 10am
until 4.30pm each day, to support Children’s Hospices across
Scotland. All welcome.

Our Prayers for the sick: Helen Brannagan, Patrick
Ruddy, Agnes Whyte, Jean Drummond, Norman Hadden,
Ray Conchie, Ross Murray, Janet Isherwood, Theresa Kay,
Dawn Wood, Heather Moffit, Steven Hackney, Karen
Dammer, Margaret McMenemy, Isobel Blackmore, Jackey
Forrest-Moore, Thinley Chodron, Catherine Gallacher,
Steven Kennedy, Sonya Rostan, Aubrey McMullan,
Alexander McNeil, Sheila McCallum, Marie Manunga;
for those who have died recently: George Gollan,
Margaret Gaffney, Evelyn Feeney, Maureen Matthew, John
Ogilvie, Anne McGregor, Alasdair Macqueen, Cyril Crow;
and for those whose anniversaries occur at this time:
George Forbes, Jim Matthew, Danny McCabe, Marie
Whitehouse, Jim Matthew, Kit Corcoran, David Ramsay,
Isey Moore; Father Jimmy Henry, Charlie Hanlon, Ethel
McQueen, John Meechan, Letty Brewster, Winnie Golden,
Joe Esposito, Edwin Rowlands, Rita Fleming, David
Duncan, Bishop William Andrew Hart, Veronica van der
Kuyl, John Flynn, David Walker, May McCormack,
Gerald Reynolds.

World Mission Sunday falls this year on Sunday 23
October. On that day we pray for the work of courageous
missionaries and aid workers across the globe, especially
in the poorest and most dangerous regions, For mission
aid, Scotland helps particular parts of Asia, Africa South
America and the Caribbean.
The mission Sunday collection this year will help two
projects in Ethiopia. There are copies of the Mission
magazine We are Mission at the back of the Church,
please take one if you would like.
There are copies of this
fortnightly publication
at the back of the
Church, priced £2.
As these are not supplied on a sale or return basis, as the
Catholic papers of old were, it might be best if you let
me know if you would like to receive a copy; this will
make it more economical for the parish.

