Reimagining A Conversation in the Spirit, to put
Pastoral Councils ourselves in the mood of A new
Pastoral Council style will take
place in the Cathedral Hall on
Monday 27 October at 6pm.

A further Conversation in the Spirit
will take place on Monday 3
November at 6pm in Our Lady of
Good Counsel.

' Marist leadership: a journey of faith
| Benedict Okeke, one of our faithful altar servers at St

: Mary's, writes:

| “On Thursday 2nd of October, | was privileged to travel
| to L'Hermitage along with 10 other Marist leaders
from St John's.

' My group and many other Marist leaders gathered to

| celebrate our shared faith, collaborated with people from
| various places, and deepened our faith with the

| Marist Brothers’ community.

' During our time there, we explored many distinct
locations including La Valla and Le Rosey, surrounded by

' a beautiful collection of villages and mountains.

| We participated in countless activities at L'Hermitage,

| providing us valuable opportunities to connect with

| other Marist leaders.

| The Marist Brothers are truly global. Did you know that

'the Marist brothers operate in 79 countries across

| Europe, Africa, the Americas, Asia, and Oceania? During

| our stay there we saw many other schools from the UK.

' We (the Marist leaders) would like to express our heartfelt

| thanks to the organizers of the entire event, The Marist
Education Team.

From our experience, we have learned that many hearts
can be connected through one faith. “Truly, when two or
three gather in his name, he is there with them” (Matthew
18:20) is a powerful testament to this truth”.

' Given our proud history of the work and contribution
of the Marist Brothers in the parish of St Mary's,
Forebank and indeed in the city of Dundee, it is so
‘edifying to see our young people continuing the
'Marist tradition and values by undertaking such an

| experience as this. Our gratefulness to all who

' supported them in this endeavour. Kevin.

Christ Boyle wrote a powerful testimony regarding his experience of
a Pastoral Council in the ewsletter a couple of weeks back. | repeat
part of it here to encourage you:

“From a personal perspective, the Pastoral Council experi-
ence was a great one. In my time as a member of the Parish
community in one of our coastal parishes, the feeling of
community was embedded in that Council. Parishioners, from
all walks of life and backgrounds, treated each other as
equals, were happy and able to listen, and to discern what
others views were. There were ‘Heads’ thinking, ‘Hearts’ see-
ing and ‘Hands’ doing. It was Synodal before we knew it was!
There was no permanent Chair or Secretary; everyone had
the opportunity to carry out those roles at each Council
meeting, and indeed many did. There were no ‘seniors’,
nobody was more important than anyone else and decisions
affecting the Parish were made collectively. Obviously, some
Diocesan decisions (e.g. clergy moves) were out with the
Pastoral Council’s remit, but other than that, the Pastoral
Council operated openly, transparently and with a unifying
sense of togetherness and working for the benefit of our
community, and beyond.

We've all now got the chance to revisit, to re-imagine.

So please, think about coming forward. Even if you’ve never
done anything like this before, give it a go - we all have gifts
to offer and we can be sure the Holy Spirit will guide us all in
these endeavours.”

Lay Ministers of Holy Communion

All our lay extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion are
invited and urged to attend an event of Formation and Cele-
bration at the Diocesan Pastoral Centre, St Mary’s, Forebank,
Church Hall and Church on Saturday 8 November from 10am
- Ipm. There will be a letter next Sunday for each individual
minister — sorry its not ready today — to which I ask you to
respond.

Some of our Ministers have not yet been formally
commissioned, so I invite you to be commissioned on 8
November.

Please join Society for the Protection of Unborn Children
(Dundee Branch) for the 22nd consecutive, silent candle-light
vigil, commemorating the passing of the 1967 Abortion Act.
Dundee City Square Thursday 30th October 6pm — 8pm

18,710 abortions were performed in Scotland last year — the
highest number on record, representing a 3% increase from
2023. The termination rate increased to 17.9 per 1,000 wom-
en aged 15-44. Key factors influencing the statistics include a
rise in repeat abortions and a significant increase in rates for
women in the most deprived areas, who are twice as likely to
have an abortion compared to those in the least deprived
areas.

The Mad Hatters invite you to their Wednesday

Afternoon Tea in the Cathedral Hall on Wednesday after the
1pm Mass.




