I visit the sick and housebound as assiduously as
I can: across the four parishes there are around
forty people at present to visit at home and in
care homes not to mention the hospitals, which
the priest in the city of Dundee look after with
chaplaincy on a rota basis. ‘

One of my frequent visits is to Jean Chalmers, a
long time parishioner of St Patrick's of old, who
has come full circle and is now living in the
parish again, though housebound. Jean (nee
Stewart) played the organ at St. Pat's for many
years in the old days. She is my father's cousin
and on a recent visit we looked through her
wedding photo album in which features a photo
of my paternal grandparent. My paternal

grandfather was the church caretaker at St. = " " T
Mary’s, Forebank, for many vears. Interested in the future of St Patrick’s Parish?
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poto opposite, to sec how St Patrick’s sanctuary Conversation in the Spirit in St Patrick's Memorial Hall,
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Canon McKinley presiding.

The four churches which make up our cluster of parishes have a long and venerable history in the Diocese of
Dunkeld. We are able to worship in them in comfort and warmth and with good liturgical experience because of
those who have gone before us serving in these parishes and building up the faith of the people. Parish Priests
especially feel keenly, when they come to a new parish, that they are a bit like Joshua, inheriting a land they did
not till themselves, but which is present due to the toil and efforts of others.

The hundreds of parishioners and priests who have gone before us in these churches,
ever since the founding days of St Andrew's, opening in 1836, and raised to the full digni-
ty of a Cathedral on 4 February 1923, are surely not only great testimony to the faith
they carried, often in very challenging times, but also are an encouragement to us not to
be passive recipients of the things the church offers, but to be active participants in
building up the body of Christ in our time. As the graphic says, we need to talk about the
future of parish life.....and we need to do it soon. Please come to one of our
| Conversations in the Spirit — ideally in the parish where you worship—but at any one you will be most welcome:
Cathedral: Monday 27 November at 6pm;  Our Lady of Good Counsel: Monday 3 November at 6pm

St Patrick’s: Sunday 9 November at 2pm; St Mary’s, Forebank: Sunday 16 November at 2pm

el i = All our lay extraordinary ministers of Remember the ......Concert of Sacred Music at 7.30pm on
Cuxtraordinary ot Holy Communion are invited and Friday 7 November in the Cathedral with Helen Band,

y urged to attend an event of Formation choir and musicians. In aid of St Mary’s, Lochee restoration
~ and Celebration at the Diocesan fund. Ticket £10 and on sale now.

Pastoral Centre, St Mary’s, Forebank,
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OMMUNION

Church Hall and Church on Saturday 8 | [pjease join Society for the Protection of Unborn

= November from 10am - 1pm. Children (Dundee Branch) for the 22nd consecutive,
silent candle-light vigil, commemorating the passing

' There is a letter of invitation for each minister at the back of the 1967 Abortion Act.

of the church — to which I ask you to respond. ‘ Dundee City Square

- Some of our Ministers have not yet been formally Thu.rsday 408 October.' 6pm — 8pm
commissioned, so I invite you to be commissioned on8 | | 18,710 abortions were performed in Scottand last year —
November. - | the highest number on record, representing a 3%
o increase from 2023. The termination rate increased to

17.9 per 1,000 women aged 15-44.

Key factors influencing the statistics include a rise in

repeat abortions and a significant increase in rates for

women in the most deprived areas, who are twice as
likely to have an abortion compared to those in the least
deprived areas.

§Thank you for your generosity last Sunday:
: £841 in the Cathedral, £581 in St Mary’s, Forebank, £322
+in St Patrick’s and £710 in Our Lady of Good Counsel.

§Thanks too for your generosity in the Mission Sunday

: Collection: £691 in the Cathedral, £454 in St Mary’s, Fore-
bank, £229 in St Patrick’s and £604 in Our Lady of Good
: Counsel.
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The Mad Hatters invite you to their Wednesday
Afternoon Tea in the Cathedral Hall on Wednesday
after the 1pm Mass.
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