Dear Friends and Par ishioners,

In this season we regularly sing the robust Advent hymns
like O Come Emmanuel, Come O divine Messiah and
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry announces that the
Lord is nigh.

The voice of the Baptist does indeed resound in the
Liturgy this Second Sunday of Advent, calling us to
interior conversion, in order to have strength not only to
accept the Kingdom of God which the Messiah brings,
not only to be spiritually ready for its “new day” but to
help usher that new day in, by our joyful, persevering
and selfless witness to the good news.

May our Mass today truly strengthen us for the week
ahead. It is good for us to be here! Let’s enjoy our
celebration of the Liturgy together. Kevin

This Sunday 7 December there will be an
Afternoon Service and Benediction
at 4pm in St Patrick’s Church, Arthurstone Terrace.
Please come and join us if you can. You may have never
visited St Patrick’s or perhaps not been in it for a long time —
it is an exquisitely beautiful church.

This Sunday afternoon, in a time of scripture & reflection we
shall honour John the Baptist, that voice crying the wilderness,
and announcing the nearness of the Messiah.

We have had the pleasure of having Father Emmanuel Odeh
with us over the last couple of months and I know he has felt
so welcome. Father Emmanuel is now resident and will be
working in the parish of St Peter and St Paul.

Clergy Synodal Day: Some of the clergy of the Diocese
enjoyed a very help session on Synodality at St. Mary’s on
Thursday past. Grateful thanks to the Diocesan Synodal Team
for their input and support.

Caritas Award: I look forward to welcoming the young
people from St Paul’s Academy and St John’s High School
who are working towards their Caritas Award to the :
Cathedral on Thursday this.week. They will joinus for Mass.

Cathedral Parishioner Kelechi Raphael makes this
appeal for the

Hope For Families Charity
inviting us to support it this Advent and
Christmastime. Our support will help provide:
%> Cooked festive meals for 500 people across
three States in Nigeria.
#> Food items for families who have completely
lost hope of putting food on the table.
> Any extra ﬁmds will be used to buy stationery
and school supphes for children starting the new
school year in January giving them dignity,  con-
fidence, and a chance to do well.

This cause is for everyone who believes in kindness.
You can give as a Secret Santa, or simply from a
place of compassion. No amount is too small, Every
donation is a blessing, Every contribution brings
hope.

See the QR code opposite and on the

poster at the back of the Church to
donate.

Our Christmas Masses
Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
Cathedral
Solemn Midnight Mass of Christmas

preceded by Carols at 11.30pm.

Solemn Mass of Christmas Day at 11am
Simple “said” Mass at 6pm.

St Mary's, Forebank

Vigil Mass of Christmas on 24th at 5.30pm
Mass of Christmas Day at 11.15am

St Patrick’s

Vigil Mass of Christmas on 24th at 4pm
Mass of Christmas Day at 9.30am

Our Lady of Good Counsel

Vigil Mass of Christmas on 24th at 7.30pm
Mass of Christmas Day at 9.45am
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CHRISTMAS
“IPARTY

For all the children in our four parishes
— up to the age of twelve, at

‘ St Patrick's Church Hall on Saturday 20 December

2pm until 4pm
Families, get your flyer to register this Sundayf
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! £ T For a vulnerable child in Nigeria

Mény children in Africa will be left with no presents or festive
food, maybe no food at all but you could help change that.
Become a Secret Santa and you could help a child feel the magic
of this festive season.

Kelechi Raphael’s Appeal




