For the peace of Jerusalem, pray!
' (Psalm 121)

Calls for peace and reconciliation often seem to be like voices in a vast
wilderness. But the voice crying in the wilderness can be effective if it is
persevering and faithful. Once more this Sunday we encounter John the Baptist.
He is the fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy, mapping out the path for the Redeemer.
But his faithfulness, his persevering in his vocation has led him to prison. There, you can imagine
him going to the small barred window, and calling out to his disciples, “Go and ask Jesus if he is
the Messiah or should we wait for someone else?”

His disciples then run, glad for the errand, and you can imagine John falling back to the floor,
waiting. This is the one who Jeapt in the womb at the voices of his mother Elizabeth and of Mary,
the one carrying the Redeemer of the world within her, the two women united in the joys of
preparing to give birth. He leapt in the womb, so near was our salvation, as the liturgy sings.

All his life he had prepared the way for this Jesus, this Messiah, living austerely, praying, listening
for the divine voice, living by the divine word. And then the day came and Jesus asked for baptism
| at the hands of John. John at first protested but then acceded to the request.

Now to him in his prison, his disciples return: “He says to tell you this: the blind see, the lame
walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear; the dead are raised, and the poor have good news
preached to them, and blessed is he who does not take offence at me”. John, of course, recognised
 the signs of the Messiah, he knew them from the mighty prophecies of old, and now they were here
in the midst of the people. John must have wondered about his fate in that prison. Would he be set
free, or would he meet a martyr’s death for the cause of the Messiah? Again, as the liturgy sings:
he “was privileged to bear him supreme witness by the shedding of his blood”.

All through the year we are aware of the plight of our hungry brothers and sisters, and the untold
suffering of our fellow human beings in parts of the world like the holy lands, but at this time of the
year the awareness of their plight is heightened. It is up to each individual how to respond; the
Gospel inspires us to generosity not only from the plenty we have, but in attitude and mindset too.
The God who is rich became poor for me and for you. The greatest of the prophets, John the
Baptist, was generous unto death. Blessed are those, as Jesus says, who are not offended by his
way. Just as John looked for signs, so we too in our humanity look for signs of the Messiah.

Despite the darkness and lack of peace in the holy land and in so many other places, there are also
great witnesses of hope in those who persistently seek to sow the seeds of peace.

| Please continue to pray Psalm 121 for peace during this
| Advent season. Jesus the Messiah unremittingly tells us
to look for the signs of his presence in the sick, the V—
| outcast, the suffering, the refugee, where perhaps we CLOUDS i TCC
m1ght not always think to look. Yet he tells us these are m\m Down [ife0y -
| signs of the his kingdom which shall surely come. g”r“;’é i
All of the Advent season encourages us: ;
| do not doubt, even though he delays,
he shall sur ely come,

AT AT T AT TAT TATEA T T4 (P T AT & AT TN S ' 5. e
) . OF DUNKE] { IAL MEDIA

J | U0 LJVUININTR AT OV

Could you heli3 us with cleahmg the Church on

Follow the Diocese of Dunkeld Facebook II\)/[;nedgg lelaﬁDee;: :ﬁléble 1r ggﬁcllw”l;tslzgday &=
page for the latest news, events, updates, and S -
stories from across our parishes & communities. | Justice & ¢ Scotland’s latest newsletter is

) . . ) now avallable www jandpscotland.org.uk
It’s a great way to keep in touch with what’s The newsletter can bs found here:

happening in the wider Diocese and to share in PSCOTLAND- LETTER-DEC2025
the life of the Church together {:%ngzos‘pdf S ¢

Stay connected with our Diocese!
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The contact number for the duty

{ ¢y chaplain is 078821 624124; or
the chaplam can be contacted by pager through
the hospital switchboard on 01382 660111.

You can also follow us on Instagram here:
(tps:/. >ram.co HL/
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