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Parlsh Demogx aphlcs

The demographics of our Diocese have changed
over the past three decades, changes in the parish
situations generally being occasioned by the fewer
number of priests. While priests in the outlying
areas of the Diocese have always been used to
more celebrating the Sunday Liturgy in more than
one Church or Mass Centre, & providing pastoral
care over a large, often rural area, in August 1990
we began to experience the “clustering” of
parishes in Dundee — notably St Ninian’s & St
Joseph’s; St Mary’s, Forebank & St Patrick’s;

St Leonard and St Fergus & St Columba’s; and
later, Fintry and Whitfield, St Pius X and Fintry,
St Ninian’s and St Clement’s, the Cathedral & St
Joseph’s. (Our Lady of Good Counsel had in
previous times been linked with St Bride’s,
Monifieth). These clusterings have been changed
and revised over these more than three decades;
they are not bound together as formal
“amalgamations” or by a decree of the Bishop.
The clustering of parishes has had serious
implications for the work of priests and the
experience of parish communities and pastoral
care across the Diocese. Some Churches have
closed in Dundee and beyond, during this time.

Each parish has geographical boundaries (though
largely these are of only administrative
significance nowadays) and each parish (generally
speaking) has a Parish Priest, even though he may
not live geographically within that parish’s
geographical boundaries; or the Parish may have a
priest who is not Parish Priest but who is
“Administrator” of the parish. At present, two of
our parishes also have Assistant Priests, St Peter
and St Paul’s, and St John’s, Perth. And we have
one priest “in residence” living alongside the
parish priest in St Pius X.

Each parish retains its own identity but usually
has a certain level of sharing in the cluster of
parishes. Each parish belongs also to an official
group of parishes called a Deanery, of which one
of the Priests is elected “Dean” by his peers and
this election is then ratified by the Bishop. The
Dean has a certain oversight for the parishes in his
Deanery and for the care of its priests. Bishop
Andrew has recently asked the priests to renew
their deaneries, In Dundee all the parishes and
priests belong foa single deanery. I will be
gathering the priests together soon to discuss the
way forward and to elect a new Dean.

Sunday 7 June

C RPUS in St Andrew's

Cathedral at 3pm
PRO(i!{SSION
Please make a note of the date and join us.
In the history of the church and in her liturgical life,
processions have been an important act of faith, even when
symbolically held in a Church building, carrying the Holy
One in the Blessed Sacrament as a expression of carrying

the Holy One into every aspect of our lives.

Scott Brady of VSt Patrick’s Parish ran/d 'Judy‘
‘MecLellan of Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish |
will represent us all at the National Synodal Day

\in Glasgow this coming Saturday.

Thanks to Scott and Judy for attending and we ;=
look forward to hearing the outcomes of the day. |

A very warm welcome today to Bishop Andrew McKenzie
who will celebrate the 11.30am Mass at St Mary's, Forebank
and confer the Sacrament of Confirmation on some of our
young people. There will be refreshments in the Church hall
afterwards for everyone. Please feel welcome to join us.

S! Mary’s forebank 707 mght
ftidqg 19 June ttom ipm - Doou open b.SOpm

"Fea'tum Dundee's nges’r DJ (of the f
1970s - Gec Giimarfy:)u
Bring your own bottle!

1970s quiz — - teams of 4 or play sole.
Scampi in a basket/Chicken in basket mc!uded in
ticket price. Tickets £10 from Clare Fulton on
07496 539968. All Er-oceeds to St Mary's.
: Hopefully folk from our four pamshes

will 5uppor‘r agreat fun mghf

Tickets for the
: Strawberry Tea can
RV S be obtained from
' g the Cathedral, or by
calling or texting

Saturday 27th June 07742 652926.
1-30 to 3pm
£5.00Adults - Children £2.00 Proceeds toward

(TICKETS ONLY; 1. & . 5
s S 3 Kitchen renovations.

' wompetition] A 4

Members of the St Vincent de Paul Society in St Mary’s will
no longer be holding their boxes at the back of the Church
from 1 June. The Brothers and Sisters of the Society thank
you for your support over so many years.

Our prayers for the sick: Jim Simpson, Patsy McMenemy, Claire
Cullen, Kimberley Black, George Forbes, Baby Lyn de Guzman,
Catherine Nolan, Jim McArtney, Pamela Griffiths, Sharmalie
Nandadasa, Steve Hackney, Jenny Wilson, Russell Walker, Ray
Ritchie, Dr Frank Zwolinski, Tommie Feeney, Anneke Anderson,
Cole Farningham, John Charkow, Heather Moffit, Susan McKay,
Ray Conchie, Marie Manunga, Karen Dammer, Jackey
Forrest-Moore, Marian Jackson;

for those who have died recently: Mary Gertude Scott,

Margaret McFarlane;

and those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Jane Fordyce,
Agnes Petrie, Axel Erin Clark; Josephine Hedderwick, Jack Ireland,
Joseph Dillon Junior; Catherine MacPherson, John Summers.

The Funeral Mass for Mrs Margaret McFarlane RIP will
take place in St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Byron Street,
on Saturday 13 June at 9am.



